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qualifications to write these books. But he has an attractive if rather journalistic
style, the data he presents are fully documented, and he includes useful appendices
withadditionaltechnicalinformation.
In the first title the author has accumulated his evidence by detailed and extensive
research, including encounters with addicts, pushers, and police. He examines all
aspects ofthe drug and its use as an addictive agent, and provides fascinating trans-
criptions of interviews and a chapter on "The British experience". In particular he
points outthemanymyths and extensive mis-information concerningheroin and by so
doingrenders auseful service.
Cocaine is moreexpensive and morefashionable. Several books on ithaveappeared
recently and together with Ashley's they provide information which previously was
very scanty. He presents a history of the drug and an account of its use by South
American peoples, its popularity in the nineteenth century, the campaign against it,
and of its recent reappearance as an addictive agent. Physical addiction to cocaine,
accordingtoAshley, doesnotoccur, sothatagainmythshavegrownupaboutit.
In the last few years there has been a spate ofbooks on drug addiction, occasioned
by its extent in the world and by the anxiety ofsociety wishing to understand more of
the phenomenon in an attempt to suppress it. These books add to the corpus of
knowledge, butnottosuccessfultreatment.
MICHAEL HUNTER, John Aubrey and the realm oflearning, London, Duckworth,
1975, 8vo, pp. 256,illus., £12.50.
We remember Aubrey as the author of the ever-popular and informative Brief
lives, but forget that his interests touched on many subjects in addition to biography.
He was an outstanding exponent ofarchaeology and prepared in manuscript the first
bookinEnglish onit,MonumentaBritannica. Healsostudiednaturalhistory,astrology,
education, topography, magic, folklore, mathematics, artandantiquities,anditisfrom
his similarly unpublished notes on them that Dr. Hunter has been able to accumulate
many ofhis data. He analyses carefully all ofAubrey's writings, showing the develop-
mentofhisideasinscience, technology, magic, andantiquities. Inaddition, hisbookis
an important contribution to seventeenth-century studies, for he can show that
archaeology originated under theinfluence ofthe scientific advancement. Evidencefor
thesurvival ofoccultconceptsinotherwise rigidlyscientificcirclesisalsotobefound.
The author has relied heavily on Aubrey's manuscripts, the ordering and decipher-
ing of which must have been a daunting task. Throughout there is a high level of
scholarship and it is good to see real foot- rather than back-notes. Dr. Hunter's book
should be examined carefully by all workers in seventeenth-entury science and medi-
cine,foritwillcontributeimportantly totheirstudies.
DIANA CRANE, Invisible colleges. Diffusion ofknowledge in scientific communities,
Chicago and London, University of Chicago Press, 1972, 8vo, pp. x, 213, £7.15
(£2.00paperback).
Thesuccess ofthisbookisindicated by the appearance ofanewimpression in 1975.
It received wide praise on its publication in 1972 (Amer. J. Soc., 1973, 79: 180, and
Choice, 1972, 9: 831, as well as Contemporary Society and Technology and Culture).
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